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Abstract

Vocabulary Acquisition by Learners of Arabic as a

Second Language

The current study examines some perspectives of language
development, with focus on vocabulary and lexical growth by non-
native learners of Arabic. The study administrates a fifty-item
vocabulary test as the main instrument to collect the data required
from the target population. The study sample consists of multi-
nationality student learners of Arabic as a second language, who study
at different proficiency levels in the Arabic language institute, King
Saud university in Riyadh. Qualitative and quantitative analyses of the
study data find out that there was steady progress in the development
process of the lexical component, especially in the middle and higher
levels of acquisition. There were also significant findings related to
the difficulty levels of Iexical items which are related to usage
frequency, first language interference, the level of marked ness, target
language culture, rhetorical usage, and the social and educational
environment of lexical items. The study, in addition, diagnosed a
number of weaknesses related to the existing methods and programs
cmployed in teaching vocabulary and proposed a number of
recommendations useful in improving the learning process through
developing better language materials, curriculum, and teaching
techniques.
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